GOETHE'S REPUTATION IN ENGLAND DURING HIS LIFETIME
Carlyle discussed the state of knowledge of German literature in
England and, as we have seen, opened his heart to the older man.
When the correspondence began, he was in his twenty-ninth
year and Goethe was in his seventy-fifth.
Carlyle, on one occasion, asked Goethe for a testimonial to
support his candidature for the Professorship of Moral Philosophy
at the University of St. Andrews, "a situation", as he said, "of
considerable emolument and respectability, in which certain of
my friends flatter me that I might be useful to myself and others."
Goethe sent the testimonial, in which, after some general remarks
of an almost entirely irrelevant nature, he said that he had ob-
served with pleasure "Herrn Carlyles bewundernswiirdig tiefes
Studium der deutschen Literatur" and considered he would be a
worthy occupant of the Chair, who would enlighten the youth
entrusted to him as to their true duties, introduce and stimulate
their minds to moral activity, and lead them towards a religious
consummation." Carlyle thought this a "magnanimous Testi-
monial, beautifully written," but nevertheless he did not receive
the appointment. When Mrs. Carlyle sent Goethe a lock of her
hair and begged one from him in return, he regretted his in-
ability to comply with her request: "ich brauchte meinen
Schadel nicht zu beriihren," he wrote, "um zu wissen, dass
daselbst nur Stoppeln sich hervortun."
On his last birthday Goethe received from Carlyle, on behalf
of a number of men of letters who called themselves "Fifteen
English Friends", and included, besides Carlyle himself, Words-
worth, Southey, Scott, Lockhart and a few editors of Reviews, a
signet seal in the shape of a star encircled by a serpent, the symbol
of eternity, with the motto Ohne Hast, aber ohne Rast. The accom-
panying letter said that the "undersigned, feeling towards the
Poet Goethe as the spiritually-taught towards their spiritual
teacher, are desirous to express that sentiment openly and in
common." Some of the fifteen, however, we know were not
particularly interested in Goethe, and the presentation, which was
made at the instigation of Carlyle, who designed the seal, is not
particularly significant as a sign of Goethe-enthusiasm in this
country. The only one of them who received any spiritual
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